Threnody to the Victims of Hiroshima  (1959)

Krzysztof Penderecki (b. 1933)

Threnody to the Victims of Hiroshima for 52 strings was composed at the turn of 1959 and it won the 3rd prize at the G. Fitelberg Composers' Competition in Katowice in 1960 . . . .  The piece, which immediately aroused a tremendous interest around the world, and which won the composer a widespread popularity, was originally called 8'37" / at times also 8'26" ; the time of the performance on the stage was thus elevated to the rank of title.  The piece represented an attempt to apply the sonoristic technique and rigors of specific counterpoint to an ensemble of strings treated unconventionally as to the manner in which the tone was obtained.  "While reading the score" - Zielinski wrote in 1961 - "one may admire Penderecki's inventiveness and coloristic ingeniousness.  Yet one cannot rightly evaluate the Threnody until it has been listened to, for only then does one face the amazing fact: all these effects have turned out to serve as a pretext to conceive a profound and dramatic work of art!"  The expression of this music was received by the audience in terms of solemnity and luridness, thus making its later classification as "threnody" fully justified.  On the 12th of October, 1964, Penderecki wrote: "Let the Threnody express my firm belief that the sacrifice of Hiroshima will never be forgotten and lost."

Black Angels  (1970)

George Crumb (b. 1929)

"Things were turned upside down.  There were terrifying things in the air . . . they found their way into Black Angels" . - Crumb (1990)

Black Angels is probably the only (string) quartet to have been inspired by the Vietnam War.  The work draws from an arsenal of sounds including shouting, chanting, whistling, whispering, gongs, maracas, and crystal glasses.  The score bears two inscriptions: in time of war and Finished on Friday the Thirteenth, March, 1970 .  "Black Angels  was conceived as a kind of parable on our troubled contemporary world.  The work portrays a voyage of the soul.  The three stages of this voyage are Departure (fall from grace), Absence (spiritual annihilation) and Return (redemption)." George Crumb

BLACK ANGELS
Thirteen Images from the Dark Land



I. DEPARTURE



1. Threnody I: Night of the Electric Insects



2. Sounds of Bones and Flutes




3. Lost Bells




4. Devil-music



5. Danse Macabre



II. ABSENCE



6. Pavana Lachrymae




7. Threnody II: Black Angels!




8. Sarabanda de la Muerte Oscura




9. Lost Bells (Echo)



III. RETURN



10. God-music



11. Ancient Voices




12. Ancient Voices (Echo)




13. Threnody III: Night of the Electric Insects
String Quartet = 2 violins, 1 viola, 1 cello

